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The Copie of a Letter ſent to I. M. Coun- 
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BATAV 14, 


CONCERNING. 


The great fight betweene nine Eat India ſhips of the 
Hollanders, and three great Gallions, which happened 
about Goas Bare inthe Eaſt Indies, the 20.30. 
of September, 1639. 
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A truerelation of a great Sea-fight between 
the Hollanders and Spaniards. 


$595 FTER that we had et out ail from 

£% Batavias Rode, the 15. 25. of July, 
1639. we have ſpecdily performed 
our voyage (God be thanked ) as. 
farre as to the Baixos de Padua, 
which are very. dangerous rockes 
and ſands, bur bythe negligence ofthe Captains and 
Maſters of the Pinaces, little Rotterdam and David, 
(which vvere ſent out before to caſt out every houre 
thelead) we were led wich the whole Flect towards 
thelaid rockes, infornuch that our Commander,loo. 
king our by day, _ the bank behinde the Gallerie, 


« perceived a greatalreration of the water ; wherefore 


he charged his Pilot to caſt ourthe -lead, which ha- 
ving done, found firſt" of all fonrreene, afrerwards 
nine, and at laſt fix fadomes of water, that we could 
ſee ſome of the rockes lie under water. The Admi- 
rall perceiving this, raade three or-foure ſhots, rogive 
zning to the Fleet, and that the Pinnaces ſhould 

come 
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thence, as they came thither, thanking God Almigh- 
tie for his gracious keeping and protection. From 
thence we ſet our courſe towards che Malabaeriſh 
coaſts ; which having gotin ſight, abour Cananor, 
and Mont Fremoſa,we ſailed along the wall;whete, 
in diverstides, we met with two ſmail Veſlells of 
Black-moores, butthey had free paſle of the Dire. 
our Barent Pizters, one whereof was bound for 
Cananor;& the other for Calicut, which advertiſed 
us, that Daman-and Dieu, being two ſtrong Forts, 
and belonging to the Portugals,were beſieged by the 
great Mogoll and they belceved that Daman was ſur- 
rendered alreadie. 

Aker that the forefaid Veſſels had departed from 
our Commander, we went on again in our yolage, 
and the 18. 28. of September, about -evening, 
came in ſight of us about Goas Bare, the Pinnaces 
Armuyen and Valkenbure, which at night came. a- 
boord of the Admirall, relating unto him the newes, 
which they had received upon Wingurla, becauſe 


_ they, had arrived upon Wingurla about eleven or 


twelvedaies before our comming. The next day af- 
ter our Commander calling together the generall 
Counſell, communicated unto them that ſame, what 


hehad-underſtqod/by the Principalls of the aforeſaid 


Pinnaces ; namely thatthree Gallions lay in the Bay 
dal 15” 
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come backe againe: Andthus ſailed back again from | 
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of Goa Veille;under favour and ſafeguard of the Fort 
Mormagon, being not yet readie to go to ſea & fight, 
Further, he defired the Councell-ro confider upon, 
what was beſt todo for the good and profit of the 
Companic. After manie diſpurations and conſulcati- 
ens, the Counceil departed againe from aboord in 
the evening, with order, that when the Commander, 
two or three houtes before day light, did light againe 
acandle, they, together with the militarie Officers, 
{hoald come aboord againe of the Admirall. Having 
met together again, they unanimoullie reſolved ro 
ſurprize the enemie witnout delay; that he lay with 
the Gallions under the proteion and fayour of the 
Forr Mormagon, the greateſt diffcultie was, that we 
Knew not the depth or ſituation of the harbour: 
wherefore order was given, that the Pinnace David 
ſhould berake it ſelfrothe right, and the Pinnacelittle 
Rotrerdamtothelett hand , faile forward, and caſt 
continually outthe lead : Having come cloſe to the 
walls, ſome boats were ſet out to caſt out the lead 
cc ntinually ialike manner, and to give warning un- 
(OUS, : 

Afterwards order was given, thatthe ſhip Zierick- 
ſea ſhould, ſaile out before : upon which the Com- 
mander himſelfe went : him followed Armuyen, 
Valckenburg , Franiker ,. Bredamme, and the ſhips 
New Harlem,and Middelburg, ſhould-come as nigh 
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as poſzibly they could; becauſethe enemie lay fo-cloſe- 
under the wall, and the depth of the harbour was un- 
known untous ; andche laid thips drew fo deep wa- 
ter, and had alſo in them the Cargozoen for Win- 
urla. 
In this order about noon, with the ſea-winde, we - 
failed towards the enemie (being under ſail,the Vice. 
commander William Tiberias,whodi-d the ſame mor. 
ning, was ſet without the ſhip)/ having come under 
the Fort, they ſhot moſt fiercely our of the Fort, upon 
the Fleet : but we anſwered them in like manner, 
Seeing thoſe of the Fort verie perplext, andtimerous, 
(becauſe we were not aboye a Musket ſhot from the - 
Fort ) we ſailed to and fro along a wall: or trench 
which was drawn towards another ſmall Bulwark, 
from whencethey made likewiſe fome fhots. Bei 
comeneereuntotheſhips, we found them to be the 
three great Gallions; namely, Bon lefus, Bon Ventn. 
ra, and $, Sebaſtian : Boa Ventura lay ready for to 
fight, 'but'nor readie for failing: The other rwo had 
none or fewy Canons inthem, lying yet without car- 
riages, becauſe they expected us not ſo ſoon: yeraf- 
terwards ye heard, thar' many free men, together 
with fome voluntiers,' came out-of Goa to-affoord- 
their aid and helpe inthe making ready. of the- afore.' 
faid:Galtions;'thinking co come '6ut againſt the Pin 
naces Armuyca and Valkenburg , which they 54 
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Arft perceived, but miſſed of it, 
Zaerick-ſea ſailing out. before, paſſed by the Fotts; 
-and the ſhips Armuyen and Valckenburg in like ma- 
ner, The Commander with his boat departing from 
the ſhip Zierick-ſca, gave order, that Franiker and 
Bredamme ſhould make towards the Gallion, Bon 
Ventura carrying about 80. braſle pieces of Ord- 
nance, let their Anchors fall ; from which Gallion 
cheyſhot fiercely upon us, having come on the ſide of 
hina and being not halfe a Musker ſhot from it , they 
ſhot crofle thorowy and thorowy our Pinnace, that ie 
looked'like awindow wherethe glaſſes ars beaten out: 
Andthus we continued abpycthree hours long, ſhoo- 
ting againſtthe faid Gallion, inſomuck thatthePin- 
nace Franiker received more (hots then the whole 
Elcet together: All the-Rovv horſes,and pieces of Ocd- 
nanee.inthe ſterne weroſhotin pieces; inſomuch chat 
ve could not make one {hot more from the ſterne a- 
gainſt the,cnemy, what care loeyer. [tooke, and what 
encgquragement ſoever I gave tothe remainder of ous 
men(bacauſcljmy ({clfc.in perſon went continually co 
and frg, andthe (higger, was upon the deckes) tor we 
hadin.chatiPinpacpabout 20,men kild, and,about 40 
wounded, ;;jinlomuch qhat afrer the fight, we had not 
men to mangche hoat; whereupon prelently aiterwards 
era fayato ns orid.uyyae menlfom ether (hips, 
' Amengftthe, dead muree divers of our Qthcers ;, as 
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the Cnokes ir ate, Gunners mate, one or two Quarters 
maſters -:-- and all the other officers for the moſt part, 
wounded: Our ſhipper was butt in his belly, in < 
head, and in one of his hands ; but :God bethanked } 
he bath recovered, and is now well againe, I (ca 

free-with a blew blow, and- ſome other {inal hurts, [ 
cannotgive ſufficieatthankes untoGod Almightie for 
his gracious prote&ionand keeping. Bredamme next 
co us received the moſt ſhots, the ſhipper [obs Symons 


Symein was in the firſt beginning kild with a ſhot tho-. 


row-his body: 


- Yet afterthis bloudy-fight God Almighty by his gras. 
cious help and alsiſtancegranted unto us the victory; 


untowhom is duc all glory, praiſe, and thankſgiving 
now and for evermoree- 


The Pinnacelittle Rotterdam,whilt we were (Hoo! 


ting againſt Bon Ventura,laid aboord the Gallion Bon 
Jeſus, which lay before Bon Ventura, maftered the 
ſame, and fet up the Princes Flagges ; becauſe very few 
men werein her:. Our- Commander ſeeing this, went 
into the Gallien called Bon jeſus, andcalled tothe Por. 
tugals in Bon Ventura , that they: ſhould have good 
quarter, if they would-yeeld'; whereunto they, as tour 
{ouldiers, would not condilcend-ner heare of. it upon na 
termes;but anſweredthe Commander, -that he ſhould 


do his beſt ; Whereupon our: Commander gave order; 


eatthe Cablcof Bon leſus ſhould by chopt off, whith 
grovedircaly to the belly of Bon Ventura, ſo that hrs 
SIR 
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blind maft turned crofſe our Bon Iefus; The Admirall 


asking them the ſecond time, whetherthey would 
yeeld, or elſe he 'would fire them both ; namely, Bon 
Teſus, and Bon Ventura, - Whereupon they anlwered, 
that they would not yecld : whereupon the Comman- 
der gaveorder,that Bon Ventura and Bon leſus ſhou'd 
be ſet on fire ; notwithſtanding they deſiſted not with 
their fierce ſhooting , till at laſtthe fire got into ther 
Gun-powder, and was blown up. Bon lelus after that 
it was on fire,drovea little off from the other. 

Whilſtalt chis paſſed, the Gallion Saint Sebaſtian 
was likewiſe fired bythe ſhip Armuyen : fo that all 
three together at once were on fire, without the loſſe of 
any of our Pinnaces or ſhips, that the Generall and 
Councellof India had ordained the Pinnaces, Bre- 
damrme; little Roterdam and David for fire ſhips, 

I am of opinion, if we ſhould have laine with the 
Pinnace FranikertyventyPpaces neererto the Gallion, it 
would likevviſe haye been in danger to be blowne up, 
becauſe our fore-maſt, and ſome ropes were likewiſe 
blowne up into the aire ; all our ropes and cords are 
ſpoiled, that They lung like cut yarne, 

Afcer that Bon Ventura was blown up, ſome boats 
have been in the Ferry-water, to knocke the Portugals 
in the head chatlay in the water z yer after chat they had 
kild ſome of them, our Commander bid them to give 
quarterz infomuch that we got priſoners above | 00 
men, about 50. white, and 50 Negroes, amongſt which. 
> Were 
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weretwo orthree Prieſts, and four Lords of the Croſſe; 
or Fedalges : the Captaine of the Gallion was likewiſe: 
taken up ; our Commander entertainesthe {aid Lords 
and Patresat his owne table in the Cabinet. « -- 
Art night we tooke up again our-Anchors, andfailed 
againc out of the Bay.cloſe under the Fort Mormagon, 
D out of which divers ſhots were made, becauſe they could } 
very well ſee us by the flame ofthe burning Gallions: 
yet at laſt we got out. of their ſhot; and caſt Anchor 
within twvo orthree leagues of the wall, Is 
The upper Merchant, Peter Bad-neighbour is choſen | © 
by the Councell Vice-commander jn place of tne- | ! 
deceaſed Tiberius, Oo 
The ſecond of ORober, new ſiile, failing towards \ 15 
Wingurla, we met two fſaile of ſhips, after which we | 
purſued with the whole Flect z but being our ſhips d 
were [o battered and ſpoyled, we: were faine.to defiſt | 4 
from purſuing apy further after them; and order was | 7: 
giventhat we ſhould goe with the Pinnace Franiker to» | h 
waids Wingurla; where wearrived the fourtt of Oco-.. | b 
ber. Afterwards came neyes that the Pinnace Bre- 
damme had drivena ſmall veſlell. ro the wall; outof | P 
which the Portugals fled, and madetheyeflell to leake; | 1 
yet the Bredammes boatcomming in baſte to.it,gotin- | 
(Ojt,and kept itabove water with pumping,tillall;he | * 
| goods, conſiſting of Ivorie,or Elephantstecth, and o-. | \ 
| ' ther goods, weretaken out of it, which -were-brought | $ 
| | MO ac tas. —anatretd; Ion atrial. aboord 
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aboord of che Commanders ſhip; Another Gallion 
was purſued after the 24 2 2. of Otober, by the Pinnace 
Armuyecn, which the ſame night overtooke the Galli., 
on; and afterthat our Pinnacehad fought agood while 
wich it, it gavethe {lp againe, -and eſcaped, By nine 
priſoners taken bythe Pinnace Armuyen with the boat 
ofthe laid Gallion, we underſtand, that it haTia her a= 
bovc80o dead, buytwas manned with above 400 men, 
being the;Gallion Which weat laſt yeare towards Da 
wan; The other vcflel that waschatcd tothe wall,came 
out of Moſambique. ''T he 10, 20, of OQober, the 
ſhips Middelburg, Armuyen and Bredamwe, received 
order to go towards Corcheyn to crofle there, and to 
lie in wait for theenemies veſſels,.. which by this pre- 
ſent might paſſe by Goa; The Vice-roy within Goa,is 
departed outof this life ; in whole place by eleAion, 
ſucceeds Don 4ntonio Teles, who laſt yeare was Admi- 
rall ofthe enemies Fleet The aid Vice-roy reports,that 
hee will come. with all his Fregats about 6o in nuin- 
ber to viſit us, which we long.to lee, 

There hath divers been -aboord of the Admirall, a 
Prieſt borneat Antwerp, to treat about the relealing of 
the priſoners; but hitherto he bath cffeed nothing, 
what further hereip will be done, time will thew. At- 
ter the departuro of the-D. Caen , came hicher upon 
Wingurla;a Mogoller,wwho was hired by the Portu- 
gals.co maſſacre the great Governour Mamerb Radia, 
OR hon. og « together 


together with all the Hollander» ,*and'fome of the 
. chicfeſt Merchants ; forthe execution whereof, hee 
ſhould be rewarded with-eleven or rwelve thouſand 
. Pageden, who cndedhris life as foloweth : T heafore- 
ſaid Mogollcr;with a traine of 25 perfons, comming 
into Wingurla him'elfe; together with another Mogol- 
ler,fitting on horſe-back, came before-the lodging of - * 
the great Governour Mameth Radia,; who, ar chatxime, 
was come to'Wingurlato view his [; regats ; The Mo- 
goller asking for him, was anſwered by the Mameths 
ſcrvants, that helay andſlept. At which the Mogoller 
replicd, that he himſelfe muſt ſee ir; who going with a- 
nother towards his chamber, (becauſe hee was well 
knowne, and had been alwayes very familiar with the | 
Goyernour) opened the curiains, and found him plays 
ing with his childe, The Mogoller drawing his Sable, 
chopt off one of his hands, thinking to turne off the 
blow with it,as alſo gave him a great wound in the neck; 
inſomuch that he preſently after died: From thence the 
Mogoller rode towards the lodging, to maſlacre the 
Netherlanders ; hee was twice beaten backe from the 
moat2 In the mean time an Alarmeroſe amongft the 
Govern2ours people, which flockt tozether about foure 
hundred ſtrong, kild fifreen or ſixteen of the Mogol- 
lers men, took priſoners three or foure. The Mogol- 
ler betook himſelfe to flight ; after whom they purſued 
with their naked Sables : whereupon the ſaid Mogoller 
leaping, 
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leaping with his horſeintothe water,thinkingto ſwim 


he over the river, was ſeen by ſome of the Governours 
ee ſervacts , which were in a houle not farre from the 
1d ſhore; they ſceing their fellow-fouldiers run with ther 
Ga naked Sables after him, ftope him, and ſhot him with a 
ig | Ppeecedown from the horſe, the reſt gave him many 
- cuts and blowes after he was dead, Giycnart Wingurs 
of | latie 11,1, of October, 1639. Av 8. 
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